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Who is Poverty Action?
Poverty Action builds grassroots power to end causes of poverty and 
create opportunities for everyone to prosper. Through community 
organizing and legislative advocacy, we advance equitable policy 
solutions for low-income people in Washington state.

Core work: Advancing policy solutions, building community leadership

Travel around WA every year to host listening sessions
that inform policy agenda.



Access to Dental Care Affects Wellbeing & Quality of Life

Poverty Action did not set out to do oral health policy work. Our work 
in this area is a direct result of community stories.

• Impacts on job/employability 

• Difficulty finding patience with children when in constant pain

• Feelings of judgement/assumptions of behaviors

• Recognition of importance, but also lack of choices



Affect on Health Conditions

• People absolutely know that they 
should see a dentist for their health 
and overall wellbeing

• Most common story: hard to eat 
healthy without teeth (ex: crunch 
broccoli, leafy greens)

• Forces short-term-only thinking about 
health: Paying for prescriptions will 
always beat paying for dental care 
until it is an emergency



Why Dental Therapy? Coverage ≠ Care
We had long advocated in support of Adult Dental in Washington but 
were disappointed by the number of people accessing that care; only 
19.6% with Adult Dental received care in 2023.

WA Dental Access Campaign successfully passed a bill in 2023 to:

• Allow dental therapists (DTs) to practice statewide in FQHCs

• Allow DTs to practice under “general supervision” to be able to 
work in mobile clinics, etc.

• Enter the profession without first becoming a hygienist 



Some Key Campaign Takeaways
• Legislators are humans. They do not know everything about every issue 

area. Focusing on procedures is confusing and intimidating to 
lawmakers too – just like many people.

• There is a business and a community case to be made for DT. In 
Washington, the community access and equity case was stronger, but 
that won’t be true in all states.

• People’s stories make a difference!

• Find a strong legislative champion.



Thank you! Feel free to reach out with any questions.

Marcy Bowers
marcy@povertyaction.org

Povertyaction.org

mailto:marcy@povertyaction.org
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Dental Therapy in 
Wisconsin 

Matt Crespin, MPH, RDH, FADHA

Executive Director

Children’s Health Alliance of Wisconsin
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Bill history 

• First introduced – 2017 (budget and legislation) – very few if any 
restrictions

• Opposed by WDA, WI-AGD, Marquette Univ

• Introduced 2019 – no changes 
• Opposed by WDA, WI-AGD, Marquette Univ

• Introduced 2021 – compromise between coalition and WDA
• WDA – neutral / WI-AGD and MUSOD – opposed 

• Introduced 2023 – additional changes negotiated with Speaker
• WDA and MUSOD – neutral / WI-AGD didn’t weigh in



Children’s Health Alliance of Wisconsin – voice for children’s healthwww.chawisconsin.org

Oral Health Legislative Package - 2023 

• AB 668 / SB 689– Licensure of Dental Therapists 

• AB 666 / SB 692 – Ratification of the Dentist and Dental 
Hygienist Compact

• AB 667 / SB 702 – Funding for Technical Colleges oral health 
workforce programs

• AB 665 / SB 706 – Scholarships for MUSOD students who 
practice in DHPSHA
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Key aspects of the bill – since the 
beginning 

• DT will practice under a collaborative agreement

• DT scope aligns with CODA accreditation standards

• DT is licensed by DSPS

• Requires formal dental therapy education 

• National board and regional clinical exam
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Changes in 2021 version

• Clarification to include CODA in bill language
• Allowed for board approved DT programs 

• Initial supervision requirement (2,000 hours)

• Must practice in settings that are either 
• DHPSA, or

• Settings where 50% of the patient base are MA, uninsured, residents of 
long term care facilities, vets or individuals with medical disabilities or 
chronic conditions that create barriers to accessing care. May work in 
FQHC, FCC or on tribal lands.
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Changes in 2023 version

• Clarification on employment of a dental therapist

• Requirements regarding CODA accreditation 

• Requirements for programs that open in Wisconsin

• Rule writing requirements and timeines for DEB 
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Broad Support

RWHC

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.rwhc.com_&d=DwMGaQ&c=occRtaWYtfl4zUTjOCYfRw&r=8CtkdBECSYHitygxJfnGIA&m=A8Yy4p5BVQiAfi3aZIMDS2XTVg6x6xXBWv5wIem9I9w&s=F2kZ0vCxY7cAcbnhdrfSO8JRrNo-LCgsI7hTZL8rnSg&e=
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Questions ???

Matt Crespin, MPH, RDH, FADHA

mcrespin@childrenswi.org

mailto:mcrespin@childrenswi.org
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